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The Essentials: Policy 
to Practice
Joshua Ewing, CHA Associate Vice President, Legislative Affairs

Two Buckets

Upstream Downstream
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Opioid and Other Substance Use 
Disorders Study Committee - 2017

2018 Opioid Committee Legislation

 House Bill (HB) 18-1003 - Opioid Misuse Prevention

 HB 18-1007 - Substance Use Disorder Payment And Coverage

 HB 18-1136 - Substance Use Disorder Treatment

 Senate Bill (SB) 18-022 - Clinical Practice For Opioid Prescribing

 SB 18-024 - Expand Access Behavioral Health Providers 

 SB 18-040 - Substance Use Disorder Harm Reduction
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SB 18-022 - Clinical Practice for Opioid 
Prescribing

• Seven-day supply limit if 
patient has not been 
prescribed opioids in past 
12 months 

• Several exceptions apply 
including chronic disease, 
cancer, palliative care

• Prescription may include 
one refill – provider must 
first query the 
Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program

HB 18-1136 - Substance Use Disorder 
Treatment

• Estimated to result in 7,600 
fewer ED visits and 1,700 
fewer admissions in first year 

• 142,000 Medicaid members 
are dependent on alcohol or 
have used illicit drugs 

• Medicaid members are also 
twice as likely to report not 
being able to access 
treatment, which is 
estimated at 39,000 Medicaid 
members 
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2018 Opioid-Related Legislation

 HB 18-1357 - Behavioral Health 
Ombudsperson

 SB 18-071 - Extend Substance Abuse Trend 
And Response Task Force

 SB 18-168 - Medication-Assisted Treatment 
Through Pharmacies

 SB 18-270 - Behavioral Health Crisis 
Transition Referral Program

HB 18-1357, Behavioral Health Care 
Ombudsperson Parity Reports

• Establishes an Office of the 
Ombudsperson for Behavioral 
Health Access to Care to:

o Work with consumers and providers 
to resolve access and coverage issues

o Identify, track and report potential 
violations 

o Assist consumers and providers in 
filing complaints and appeals 

• Commissioner of Insurance 
must report on issues related 
to mental health parity 
requirements
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SB 18-270 - Behavioral Health Crisis 
Transition Referral Program

• Targets high-risk individuals 
with a mental health or 
substance use disorder being 
released from a hospital or 
withdrawal management 
facility 

• Provides transition services 
including access to behavioral 
health treatment, access to 
housing, advocacy to 
insurance companies, 
obtaining a guardian, etc. 

Medicaid

• Beneficiaries without 
opioid prescription in 
365 days as “opioid 
treatment naïve” 

• Limited to initial seven-
day Rx

• Max of two, seven-day 
refills

• May 2018 - lookback 
period changed from 365 
to 180 days
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Prescribing Boards
• Adopted by all six prescribing 

boards
• Best Practice 

Recommendations:
o Prior to prescribing or 

dispensing opioids
o When prescribing or 

dispensing opioids
o Risk mitigation strategies
o Discontinuing opioid 

therapy
o Treatment for Opioid Use 

Disorder

Opioid and Other Substance Use 
Disorders Study Committee - 2018
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2019 Opioid Committee Legislation

• HB 19-1009 - Substance Use 
Disorders Recovery

• SB 19-008 - Substance Use Disorder 
Treatment in Criminal Justice System

2019 Introduced Legislation

• SB 19-001 - Expand Medication-
Assisted Treatment Pilot Program

• SB 19-079 - Electronic Prescribing 
Controlled Substances
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2019 Expected Legislation
• Bill A - Treatment For Opioid & Substance Use 

Disorders

• Bill C - Harm Reduction Substance Use 
Disorders

• Bill D - Prevention Of Opioid And Other 
Substance Use

• Strengthening State Parity Protections

• Safe-Injection Site

Two Buckets
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Questions?

Joshua Ewing
Associate Vice President, Legislative Affairs

joshua.ewing@cha.com


