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Overview
The 2020 CHA Sepsis Conference will focus on the latest 
updates to pediatric sepsis care; reducing mortality by 
implementing evidence-based sepsis care; understanding 
the current research and concerns surrounding fluid 
administration in sepsis care; hospital success story on 
sepsis and readmissions; balancing the scales between 
fast antibiotic administration for sepsis and the need for 
antimicrobial stewardship; and review of the need for 
sepsis work across the continuum of care.

Target Audience
The 2020 CHA Sepsis Conference is directed to physician 
and nursing leaders, chief quality officers, sepsis coordinators, 
quality and safety professionals, educators, population 
health specialists, case managers and long-term care 
providers, as well as any other members responsible for 
safe patient care. The meeting is open to CHA member 
hospital and health system employees, non-member 
health care professionals and CHA associate members.

Learning Objectives
•	 Understand clinical application of the first Surviving
	 Sepsis Campaign guidelines dedicated exclusively to
	 pediatric sepsis (to be released February 2020)
•	 Discuss the need for balancing prompt sepsis care and 	
	 antimicrobial stewardship
•	 Learn how to overcome common barriers and
	 implement best practices related to the early sepsis
	 management bundle.
•	 Identify opportunities for providing needed sepsis care
	 across the continuum of care
•	 Explore Penn Medicine’s efforts to reduce readmissions
	 related to sepsis and the associated positive financial
	 impact
•	 Discover current clinical studies aimed at fluid
	 administration in treating sepsis
•	 Understand the long-term impact of sepsis from a
	 maternal sepsis survivor

Schedule-at-a-Glance
TUESDAY, MARCH 24
7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 		
	 Registration and Networking Breakfast
8:00 – 8:15 a.m. 		
	 Welcome and Opening Remarks
8:15 – 8:45 a.m. 		
	 A Mother’s Journey Through Maternal Sepsis 

with Sarah Kiehl
8:45 – 9:45 a.m. 		
	 Optimizing Sepsis Care in 2020 
	 with Sean Townsend, MD 
9:45 – 10:30 a.m.		
	 Critical Partners in Patient Safety: Sepsis 
	 Quality Improvement and Antibiotic 
	 Stewardship with Arjun Srinivasan, MD, FSHEA
10:30 – 11:00 a.m.		
	 Networking Break
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

	 Beyond the Hospital Walls: Sepsis Recognition 
and Management with Pat Posa, RN, BSN, 

	 MSA, CCRN-K, FAAN
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.

	 Lunch
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.		
	 Sepsis Survivorship and the Continuum 
	 of Quality Health Care with Juliane Jablonski, 

DNP, RN, CCRN, CCNS 
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.		
	 Making Sure that Kids Survive Sepsis: What’s 

New, What’s Old and What’s Different About 
Pediatric Sepsis with Halden Scott, MD, MSCS

3:00 – 3:15 p.m.	
	 Networking Break
3:15 – 4:15 p.m.	
	 Fluid Resuscitation and the Three Bears: 
	 Getting to Just Right with Mark Kearns, MD 
4:15 – 4:30 P.M.	
	 Next Steps Discussion



Agenda
7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 
	 Registration and Networking Breakfast

8:00 – 8:15 a.m.		
	 Welcome and Opening Remarks

8:15 – 8:45 a.m. 
	 A Mother’s Journey Through Maternal Sepsis
	 Sarah Kiehl, sepsis survivor

Join Sarah as she tells her story of sepsis 
survival following the birth of her twins, a 
subsequent hysterectomy and the long 
road to recovery.

8:45 – 9:45 a.m. 
	 Optimizing Sepsis Care in 2020
	 Sean Townsend, MD – Sutter Health

Sepsis is the number one cause of death of 
inpatients in United States hospitals and 
the most costly health condition treated 
nationally.  Strategies to reduce mortality 	

	 exist and when reliably implemented save lives. This
	 session will focus on reliable implementation of best
	 practices and review evidence supporting key interventions. 

9:45 – 10:30 a.m. 
	 Critical Partners in Patient Safety: Sepsis Quality 		
	 Improvement and Antibiotic Stewardship
	 Arjun Srinivasan, MD, FSHEA – Centers for Disease 
	 Control and Prevention

	 In this session Dr. Srinivasan, CDC’s 
expert on antimicrobial stewardship and 
healthcare-associated infections, will 
discuss the importance of sepsis

	 management in improving antibiotic use and the
	 importance of antibiotic stewardship in optimizing sepsis
	 management – how to collaborate and achieve balance.

10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
	 Networking Break

11:00 a.m.  – 12:00 p.m. 
	 Beyond the Hospital Walls: Sepsis Recognition 
	 and Management
	 Pat Posa, RN, BSN, MSA, CCRN-K, FAAN – Michigan Medicine

Every two minutes someone in the United 
States dies of sepsis. Eighty percent of 
sepsis cases begin outside of the hospital. 
To significantly impact overall sepsis

	 mortality, health care providers cannot focus on care of the
	 patient only when they are in the hospital. This session will 
	 review collaborative programs with both home care and 
	 skilled nursing facilities for early recognition and management 
	 of sepsis. Pat will also provide the audience with toolkits
	 that can be implemented in facilities across the state. 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
	 Lunch and Networking

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
	 Sepsis Survivorship and the Continuum of Quality 		
	 Health Care
	 Juliane Jablonski, DNP, RN, CCRN, CCNS – Penn Medicine

This session will discuss Penn Medicine’s 
system-wide strategy for improving quality 
of life for sepsis survivors and how value-
based care can lead to better outcomes

	 after sepsis. Dr. Jablonski will also share the associated
	 positive financial impact of this strategy.

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
	 Making Sure that Kids Survive Sepsis: What’s New,
	 What’s Old and What’s Different About Pediatric Sepsis
	 Halden Scott, MD, MSCS – Children’s Hospital Colorado

This session will discuss the latest 
approaches to diagnosing and treating 
pediatric sepsis, with a focus on the first 
Surviving Sepsis Campaign Guidelines

	 dedicated exclusively to pediatric sepsis (to be released in
	 February of 2020). Dr. Scott will highlight the most
	 important areas of the new pediatric sepsis treatment
	 algorithms, case examples and how to apply these
	 guidelines in varied hospital and emergency settings.



Agenda continued

3:00 – 3:15 p.m.
	 Networking Break
 
3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 
	 Fluid Resuscitation and the Three Bears: Getting to 
	 Just Right
	 Mark Kearns, MD – Denver Health

Fluid resuscitation represents a mainstay in 
management of sepsis and septic shock. 
While effective volume resuscitation can 
improve organ perfusion and function,

	 excessive fluid resuscitation can result in tissue injury and
	 dysfunction. This session will focus on the evidence
	 behind volume resuscitation and discuss current methods
	 to assess volume responsiveness

4:15 – 4:30 p.m. 
	 Next Steps Discussion

Registration Information
The registration fee is $225 for CHA hospital and health 
system members, $450 for CHA associate members and 
$500 for non-members. The registration deadline is 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020. 

Registration fee is waived for attendees from CHA HRET
HIIN hospitals. Contact Peggy McCreary at 
Peggy.McCreary@cha.com to register.

Register online at www.cha.com/education. Select 
the 2020 Sepsis Conference, scroll down and select 
“Register for this Event.” (For new users, create a New 
User Account and contact Peggy McCreary to finalize 
your membership set up.)

Payment Information
CHA accepts VISA, MasterCard and American Express. 

Hotel Information
The meeting will be held at the:
	 Denver Marriott South at Park Meadows
	 10345 Park Meadows Drive, Lone Tree, CO 80124
	 www.marriott.com
	 303.925.0004

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Denver 
Marriott South for Monday, March 23 for conference 
attendees at a rate of $199 per night.

In order to receive the discounted rate for CHA 
attendees, make reservations:
	 1.	 ONLINE HERE
	 2.	 By phone 877.303.0104 
	 (mention Colorado Hospital Association event)

Reserve early. The block will not be available after 
March 9. Reservation made after the cut-off date will 
be based on space and rate availability.

Cancellation
All cancellations and/or attendee substitutions must 
be submitted in writing to the CHA office via email to 
Peggy.McCreary@cha.com. All cancellations received 
before March 17 will be refunded less a $95 
cancellation fee. After March 17, no refunds will be 
issued. Registration fees cannot be transferred to 
another CHA program.

http://www.cha.com/education
https://book.passkey.com/event/50003286/owner/14792819/home


Continuing Medical Education
Accreditation Statement

In support of improving patient 
care, this activity has been planned 
and implemented by AXIS Medical 
Education and the Colorado Hospital 
Association. AXIS Medical Education 

is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing 
education for the healthcare team.

This activity was planned by and for 
the healthcare team, and learners 
will receive 6.5 Interprofessional 
Continuing Education (IPCE) credit 
for learning and change.

Credit Designation for Physicians
AXIS Medical Education designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity.

Credit Designation for Nursing
AXIS Medical Education designates this continuing nursing 
education activity for 6.5 contact hours.

Learners are advised that accredited status does not imply 
endorsement by the provider or ANCC of any commercial 
products displayed in conjunction with an activity.

Credit Designation for Pharmacists
This application-based activity is approved for 6.5 contact 
hours of continuing pharmacy education credit JA4008106-
9999-18-030-L01-P.

Quality Professionals  
Credit designation for this program is pending approval by the 
National Association for Healthcare Quality for a maximum 
of 6.5 CPHQ continuing education credits for this event. 

AXIS Contact Information 
For information about the accreditation of this program 
please contact AXIS at info@axismeded.org.

Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest 
AXIS Medical Education requires instructors, planners, managers and other individuals and their spouse/life partner who 
are in a position to control the content of this activity to disclose any real or apparent conflict of interest they may have 
as related to the content of this activity. All identified conflicts of interest are thoroughly vetted by AXIS for fair balance, 
scientific objectivity of studies mentioned in the materials or used as the basis for content, and appropriateness of 
patient care recommendations. 

The faculty reported the following financial relationships or relationships they or their spouse/life partner have with 
commercial interests related to the content of this continuing education activity:

Name of Faculty	 Reported Financial Relationship
Sarah Kiehl.................................................................................................................Nothing to disclose
Sean Townsend, MD..................................................................................................Nothing to disclose
Arjun Srinivasan, MD, FSHEA.....................................................................................Nothing to disclose
Pat Posa, RN, BSN, MSA, CCRN-K, FAAN....................................................................Nothing to disclose
Juliane Jablonski, DNP, RN, CCRN, CCNS....................................................................Nothing to disclose
Halden Scott, MD, MSCS............................................................................................Nothing to disclose
Mark Kearns, MD.......................................................................................................Nothing to disclose



The planners and managers reported the following financial relationships or relationships they or their spouse/life partner 
have with commercial interests related to the content of this continuing education activity:

	 Name of Planner/Manager	 Reported Financial Relationship
	 Toni Foos, RN, BSN, CIC.................................................................................................. Nothing to disclose
	 Valerie Siebert-Thomas, MS........................................................................................... Nothing to disclose

Disclaimer 
Participants have an implied responsibility to use 
the newly acquired information to enhance patient 
outcomes and their own professional development. 
The information presented in this activity is not meant 
to serve as a guideline for patient management. Any 
procedures, medications, or other courses of diagnosis 
or treatment discussed in this activity should not be used 
by clinicians without evaluation of patient conditions and 
possible contraindications on dangers in use, review of 
any applicable manufacturer’s product information, and 
comparison with recommendations of other authorities.

Americans with Disabilities Act 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, we 
will make every reasonable effort to accommodate your 
request. For any special requests, please contact Colorado 
Hospital Association at Peggy.McCreary@cha.com or 
720.330.6034 before the meeting dates.

Requirements for credit:  
•	 Attend/participate in the educational activity and 		
	 review all course materials. 
•	 Complete the CE Declaration form online by 11:59 pm ET 	
	 April 30, 2020. Instructions will be provided. If you do
	 not enter the online portal by the above date, you will
	 not be able to retrieve your statement of participation. 
•	 Upon successful completion of the online form, your
	 statement of completion will be presented to you to 		
	 print.


