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O F F I C E  O F  T H E

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSIONED CORPS

“the Commissioned Corps… 

a mobile, duty-bound group of 

health officers willing to go 

anywhere, at any time, to meet 

the nation’s most urgent public 

health needs.”

Craig Collins

The PHS Commissioned Corps

Two Centuries and Counting
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O F F I C E  O F  T H E
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OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL: PRIORITIES
____________________________________________

• Substance Misuse: Opioids, Tobacco, Marijuana

• Community Health & Economic Prosperity

• Health & National Security

O F F I C E  O F  T H E

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l

THE U.S. OPIOID CRISIS IS FUELING INCREASED NON-
STERILE DRUG INJECTION AND FATAL OVERDOSES

SOURCE: Katz and Sanger Katz. “‘The Numbers Are So Staggering.’ Overdose 

Deaths Set a Record Last Year.” The New York Times. November 29, 2018.

70,237 persons died from

drug overdoses in 2017

Peak car crash deaths, 1972

Peak HIV deaths, 1995

Peak gun deaths, 1973
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STAND UP TO STIGMA

Talk openly about stigma

Choose supportive language that is not stigmatizing

Speak out to correct myths and stereotypes

Educate yourself and others 



O F F I C E  O F  T H E

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l

SURGEON GENERAL’S DIGITAL POSTCARD ON OPIOID MISUSE
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SURGEON GENERAL’S ADVISORY ON 
NALOXONE AND OPIOID OVERDOSE
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OPIOID EPIDEMIC: EFFORTS & SUCCESSES

• Nearly 3 million 2-unit doses of naloxone distributed

• Provisional drug overdose deaths dropped by 5 percent – first 

drop in >20 years

• Since start of the Administration, number of Americans receiving 

MAT treatment grew to nearly 1.27 million Americans

• HHS has awarded over $9 billion in grants to states, tribes, and 

local communities to combat opioid addiction
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COMPREHENSIVE SYRINGE SERVICES PROGRAMS: 
AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE SYNDEMICS SOLUTION
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SSP participants are 5X more likely to enter drug treatment 
and 3.5X more likely to cease injecting compared to those who 

don’t use SSP programs
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• Go to CDC.gov/ssp to learn more about SSPs

• Read and share my Surgeon General’s Advisory on Naloxone and 

Opioid Overdose

• Carry naloxone and participate in trainings

• Find OUD treatment at findtreatment.gov

• Use SAMHSA’s National Helpline – 1-800-662-HELP (4357)

• Clinicians can obtain an MAT waiver at pcssnow.org

www.surgeongeneral.gov

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL

@USSurgeongeneral

@u.s.surgeongeneral

For Media Requests:          

Phone: 202-205-0143           

E-mail: ashmedia@hhs.gov

Event Invitations Requests:

E-mail: sginvitations@hhs.gov

Link to Invitations Form:

https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/about/contact

-us/surgeon-general-invitation-form/index.html
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