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April 17, 2023 
 
 
 
Members of the Colorado General Assembly 
 
 
We, the undersigned hospital CEOs – despite having our hospitals “carved out” of HB 23-1215 – remain 
opposed to this bill. We share your goal of ensuring that Coloradans have access to affordable health 
care, but this bill does not accomplish that and would in fact do serious damage to our system. 
 
This legisla�on, despite its narrowing, is dangerous to Colorado pa�ents as it threatens access to care for 
rural residents who need higher levels of care. We have worked alongside legislators for a number of 
years to migrate pa�ents, when safe to do so, to the outpa�ent se�ng for care. Pa�ents prefer this as it 
is typically more convenient, more comfortable, and almost always more cost effec�ve. 
 
Colorado depends on a statewide system of care to ensure pa�ents in both urban and rural se�ngs can 
obtain world-class treatment without leaving the state. Pa�ents receive primary and preven�ve care 
close to home and can access more advanced specialized care at larger medical centers (o�en called 
referral centers) typically located in popula�on centers. These referral centers invest significantly in 
specialized preven�on and care and all that it takes to provide. This hub-and-spoke model is more 
efficient and cost effec�ve than replica�ng expensive care in every hospital. 
 
In 2022, nearly 300,000 pa�ents sought outpa�ent care in an urban hospital-owned outpa�ent center. 
The vast majority of these visits were for some type of cancer diagnosis, monitoring or care, followed 
closely by mental health and substance abuse treatment. 
 
While we appreciate legislators’ efforts to address the shortcomings of this proposed policy by “carving 
out” certain types of vulnerable hospitals from the facility fee prohibi�on, as organiza�ons that have 
already been exempted from the bill’s applica�on, we con�nue to stridently oppose the bill. While our 
own facili�es may no longer be impacted, our communi�es’ abili�es to access care at other hospitals – 
o�en for services we do not provide – will be put in jeopardy, and that is unacceptable. 
 
CHA has offered constructive input into the potential dimensions of a study. Until any study is 
completed, it is premature to adopt any facility fee prohibition. It is also counterintuitive to carve out 
large swaths of hospitals because the underlying policy is flawed and not ready for prime time.  
 
Thank you as always for your thoughtful attention to vital public health issues. Hospitals continue to 
prioritize our patients in the face of ongoing workforce shortages, inflationary pressures, mounting 
losses, and growing demands for our services and outreach.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
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Andy Flemer 
Arkansas Valley Regional Medical Center  
 
Dave Ressler  
Aspen Valley Hospital 
  
Margo Karsten 
Banner Health - Western Region  
 
Julie Huffman 
Delta County Memorial Hospital 
 
Donna Lynne 
Denver Health 
 
Margo Karsten 
East Morgan County Hospital 
  
Vern Carda 
Estes Park Health 
 
Korrey Klein 
Family Health West 
 
Margo Karsten 
Ft. Collins Medical Center 
 
Jim Coombs 
Grand River Health 

 
Jason Amrich 
Gunnison Valley Health  
 
Dewane Pace 
Haxtun Health  

 
Bob Morasko 
Heart of the Rockies Regional Medical Center 
 
Claressa Millsap 
Keefe Memorial Hospital  
 
Bryan Bogle 
Kit Carson County Health Service District 
 

 
 
Kevin Stansbury 
Lincoln Health  
 
Margo Karsten 
McKee Medical Center 
 
Michael Hassell 
Melissa Memorial Hospital 
 
Brandon Mencini 
Mercy Hospital 
 
Jason Cleckler 
Middle Park Medical Center 
 
Jeff Mengenhausen 
Montrose Regional Health 
 
Kim Lucero 
Mt. San Rafael Hospital 
 
Margo Karsten 
North Colorado Medical Center  
 
Rhonda Webb 
Pagosa Springs Medical Center 
 
Ron Fitch 
Pikes Peak Regional Hospital 
 
Liz Sellers 
Pioneers Medical Center 
 
Karen Bryant 
Prowers Medical Center 
 
Kyle Wren 
Rangely District Hospital  
 
Arlene Harms 
Rio Grande Hospital 
 
Konnie Mar�n 
San Luis Valley Health  
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Konnie Mar�n 
San Luis Valley Health Conejos County Hospital 
 
Aidan Hetler  
Sedgwick County Health  
 
Dave Engel  
Southeast Colorado Hospital 
 
David Faulkner 
Southwest Health System  
 
Kay Whitley 
Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center 
 
Josh Neff  
St. Elizabeth Hospital 
 
Angie Simonson 
St. Thomas More Hospital 
 
John Gardner 
St. Vincent Health 

 
 
Margo Karsten 
Sterling Regional Medical Center 
 
Jennifer Riley 
The Memorial Hospital 
 
Will Cook 
Vail Health 
 
Brian Murphy 
Valley View Hospital 
 
Beth Bell 
Weisbrod Memorial County Hospital 
 
John Hart 
Wray Community District Hospital 
 
Soniya Fidler 
Yampa Valley Medical Center 
 
Beth Saxton 
Yuma District Hospital 

 
 
 
 


